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Gandhi, but wiser counsels prevailed and nothing untoward
happened403.

THE PARTING OF THE WAYS

It was clear that Mrs. Besant and Gandhiji could not work
together. Mrs. Besant joined hands with Mr. Tilak, whose
name was as yet greater than Gandhiji's in Indian politics;

whose programme was more intelligible ; whose ideals were
more practical. The Indian public had no direct personal
experience and knowledge of Gandhiji. He was to them a
legend and a mystery. At the Lucknow Congress of
December 1916, Mr. Tilak and Mrs. Besant had their way
more or less ; the Congress-Muslim League404 pact was
also sealed, Mrs. Besant appealing to the Hindus to yield
and sacrifice to their Muslim brethren for the country's
sake. The Congress passed into new hands; the old folk
were all ousted ; new ones took their place. Mrs. Besant
was interned for three months in 1917, and in December
the same year presided over the Calcutta Congress.

GandhijTs influence was, however, growing apace. An
attempt was made to patch up the differences of old and
new by making Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya the Con-
gress President in 1918 at Delhi. He was a friend of
everybody, was respected by everybody, was welcome in
every society, and was never a man of very strong views
one way or the other. Delhi, however, exposed the widening
chasm between the various leaders. I remember an angry
conversation between Mr. P. K. Telang and Mr. Sankarlal
Banker405 at a private house in Delhi, durina the Conaress